4.11 Japan

4.11.1 Law Concerning the Conservation and Sustainable Use of
Biological Diversity through Regulations on the Use of Living
Modified Organisms (Law No. 97 of 2003) (2004)

The Law includes all use, import and export of LMOs including GM
food. It aims to secure precise and smooth implementation of The
Protocol by taking measures to regulate the use of LMOs for the
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity in cooperation
with other nations.

Under the Law, two types of applications can be submitted to the
competent minister by applicants based on Type of the LMO:

(a) Type 1 LMO - (the Use of LMOs without preventive measures
against their dispersal into environment)

(b) Type 2 LMO - (the use of LMOs while taking preventive
measures against their dispersal into environment)

This implies that approval is granted for LMOs based on whether,

(a) Containment measures to be taken are stipulated by the
ordinance of the competent ministries

(b) Containment measures to be taken are not stipulated; take
containment measures previously confirmed by the competent
ministry.

Other related regulations

4.11.2 Food Sanitation Law in Japan (Law No 233) (1947, last
amended in 2005)

The Law deals with the approval of GM plants that are used for food
and food safety which is done through a channel of ministries and
finally the food safety commission reviews the food safety of the GM
products. The food safety commission conducts the scientific review
and provides risk assessment conclusions. Similar approvals are also
required for GM products that are used as feed based on the review
conducted by an Experts Panel on Recombinant DNA Organisms. The
feed safety on livestock animals is also evaluated and food safety
commission also reviews the possible human health effects from
consumption of livestock products from animals fed with GM event
under review. Based on all the reviews approval for the feed safety of
GM plants is granted.

4.11.3 Labeling Standard for Genetically Modified Foods
(Notification No. 517) (2000)

This standard is applicable to processed foods and to perishable foods
including both GM and non-GM. The various commodities requiring
labeling and the format in which labeling has to be done has been



categorized based on whether the agricultural product has been
treated under a “identity preserved handling” system or not. The
agricultural products with known commercial cultivation of transgenics
require compulsory labeling (soybean including green soybeans and
soybean sprouts, corn, potato, rapeseed and cotton seed). The lists of
products from these crops mandated for labeling are also given. This
standard also details the products not requiring any labeling.
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